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The Lower Wabash Partnership (LWP)

What is the Lower Wabash Partnership?

We are a partnership that consists of individuals, agencies,
and organizations from Illinois and Indiana. This partner-

ship is dedicated to providing a unified approach to
conservation in the Lower Wabash region.

Current Leaders

e Chairman: Carrie Parmenter, Lower Wabash Project
Director, The Nature Conservancy

¢ Vice-Chairman: Megan Ritterskamp, Resource Specialist,
Indiana State Department of Agriculture

e Coordinator: Jewel Brooks, White County Soil and Water
Conservation District of lllinois

e Soil Health & Nutrients Sub-Committee: Colson Doyle,
Resource Specialist, Indiana State Department of
Agriculture

o Wildlife Habitat Sub-Committee: Zachary Schoenherr,
Resource Specialist, Indiana State Department of
Agriculture
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Special Points of Interest

e Improving aquatic habitats

e Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy
(NLRS)

e Floodplain restoration
e Best Management Practices

e Stakeholder Engagement
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History of the LWP

In 2024, The Nature Conservancy received a grant that al-
lowed them to conduct a series of stakeholder and partner
meetings along with prioritization mapping to create an
Ecosystems Enhancement Planning Report (located on
website).

On September 11, 2024 a partner meeting was held where
priorities and strategies for their organizations were as-
sessed. The report included recommendations for how to
implement the strategies identified by the stakeholders
and partners.

On March 12th, 2025 TNC Hosted a meeting in Vincennes, IN. The results from
the Ecosystems Enhancement Planning results were shared and it was announced
that the first step that was being taken towards implementing the plan was to
create a Lower Wabash Partnership.

The partnership consists of an Oversight Board that includes:
e Chair

e Vice Chair

e Secretary/Treasurer

e Wildlife Habitat Subcommittee Leader

e Soil Health Subcommittee Leader

The oversight board is one that is able to vote and will make decisions for the
partnership. The chairperson also leads an Administration subcommittee which
will oversee the functions of the group. TNC has hired the White County SWCD to
serve as a part-time Partnership Coordinator. At the March meeting, the
attendees formed subcommittees and selected topics that each subcommittee
will address.



The subcommittees meet to discuss action items taken to advance con-
servation efforts related to those topics. The Administration subcom-
mittee is partnering with Conservation Law Center to obtain 501 C3 Status
as a non-profit organization for future grant funding. As part of creating
the official organization, that committee will write the mission/vision
statement and establish by-laws.

The Lower Wabash Partnership provides an opportunity for a variety of
interested parties to align goals and strategies to provide a more cohesive
and unified approach to conservation. By combining our voices and ac-
tions, the Lower Wabash Partnership will accelerate the rate of adoption
by learning from each other and coordinating efforts. The purpose is to
conserve and enhance soil health, water quality, and wildlife habitat in
the Lower Wabash watershed for the benefit of our communities.

Interested in becoming a member? Seeking further information?

Visit our website www.lowerwabashpartnership.org or email us at
lwpg2025@gmail.com.
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